
























































Using the mixed method where both
quantitative and qualitative techniques were
combined, results supported in proposing
ways to equip individuals in school to
prepare the Big One. The 2017 quake as
experienced by majority of the Surigaonons
prompted this research as this intensifies
resilience and psychological debrieding to
ensure continuity of learning in spite the
calamity. 
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Disaster Preparedness in Schools
A COUNTERMEASURE FOR THE ILL-EFFECTS OF QUAKES

Sometimes, the loudest alarm is not the
one that can be heard through phones,
but also in school that clearly reminds
us to prepare in whatever disasters that
might occur. 

In a research titled Awareness of Parents
of Surigao City National High School
(SCNHS) Students on Earthquake
Preparedness: Basis for the Formulation of
School-Community Preparedness Plan, the
need to prepare learners, teachers,
parents, and stakeholders during disasters
is vital to ensure the safety and protection
of every vulnerable individual. The school
as a Gawad Kalasag Awardee in the
Caraga Region from 2015-2017 showed
excellence on the implementation of
disaster risk reduction management with
improved  indicators on enabling
environment, safe learning facilities,
school disaster risk management, and
disaster risk reduction in education. 

Motivated to strengthen the pillars of
DRRM, the research further showed
awareness among parents on the basic
understanding on pre, during, and post-
earthquake preparedness. Parents as
participants received various forms of
education during disaster occurrence like
knowing the emergency numbers of local
agencies, understanding the evacuation
plan and center, executing the Duck-
Cover-Hold strategy, avoiding heavy
equipment/things, and using the first-aid
kits. 



Different activities were conducted by the school to realize
the School-Community Preparedness Plan. The plan sought
to educate the students and parents on earthquake
preparedness and to showcase the school’s capability on
response, resilience and excellence in DRRM. Its success
relied heavily on the teachers’ primary action on
preparatedness like #PAGYANIG CHALLENGE which is
done annually by the NDRRMC with the support of schools
and other agencies. 

The findings were clear. As a result of coordination with
teachers, learners, parents, and other community
stakeholders, the school was able to (a) coordinate with the
Barangay Disaster Risk Reduction Council members on the
proper training regarding disaster management; (b) develop
activities like disaster awareness and risk reduction, mock
drills, first-aid training, training on fire-safety and other
response skills;  (c) intensify the earthquake preparedness
plan to develop a well-informed and resilient environment
during quarterly drills; and (d) develop policies to address
the need for urgent decision making and strategies between
the barangay and school as a useful supplement to the over-
all educational process of disaster education. 

The research gained popularity during the 2018
Caraga Regional Research Congress which the
author was awarded as one of the Top 5 Best
Presenters at LMX Convention Butuan City. It
was also presented during the  2018
Conference of Basic Education Researchers
Southeast Asia Dela Salle University at
Dasmarinas City last November 27-29, 2018. 
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