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Their dedication made it possible for athletes to compete at their
best and for guests to experience genuine hospitality.We also
thank all regional delegations for their participation,
sportsmanship, and energy, which gave life to the games. 

To the members of the media, vloggers, and the general public,
whose support and enthusiasm sustained the event’s vibrant
atmosphere. Your contribution was invaluable.

The 2026 Palarong Pambansa will be remembered not only for
athletic milestones but for demonstrating what can be achieved
when preparation meets purpose. It leaves behind a standard of
excellence that future hosts will be measured against, and a
legacy of unity that extends beyond the field of play.

By every measure, the 2026 edition stands
among the most prepared and well-organized
Palarong Pambansa in recent years.
Competition venues, billeting quarters,
transportation, security, medical services, and
overall event management were executed with
a level of precision that ensured a safe,
efficient, and meaningful experience for all.
Challenges were met with foresight,
professionalism, and swift coordination.

s the 2026 Palarong Pambansa concludes, the
medals have been awarded, champions 

beyond the competition lies a more enduring achievement,
onethat reflects the strength of preparation, coordination, and
shared commitment that defined this year’s staging.

A New Benchmark for
Palarong Pambansa

A

More importantly, this Palaro has set a higher
standard for future hosts. It demonstrated the
power of collaboration among national and local
government agencies, education stakeholders,
private partners, and communities working toward
a common goal. Excellence in hosting was clearly
shown to be a collective achievement, not the
work of a single office or individual.

Profound gratitude is extended to the Executive
Committee led by Governor Santiago B. Cane Jr.
and co-chaired by DepEd Caraga Regional Director
Maria Ines C. Asuncion, CESO III, together with
Assistant Regional Director Pedro T. Escobarte Jr.,
CESO IV and Regional Sports Officer Dr. Jumer C.
Carlon. Their leadership anchored months of
preparation and ensured seamless execution.

Recognition is likewise due to all local government
units across Caraga, Schools Division
Superintendents and Assistant Schools Division
Superintendents, school heads and principals,
teaching and non-teaching personnel, line
agencies, private partners, stakeholders,
volunteers, and all who worked behind the scenes.
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Golden Rise
 
Judy Ann C. Saga, Berseba National High School
Division of Bayugan City
 
CARAGOLD marked a significant leap in the Palarong Pambansa 2026 standings. This remarkable rise kept
Caraganons on the edge of celebration and excitement, adding to the wave of positive feedback that the
region has received for its hosting.
 
Historically, Caraga has been far off from the chart, ranked 12th overall in Palarong Pambansa 2024, then
surging to 8th in the year 2025, a massive step forward in the arena of sports. That upward momentum
reached new heights as the region broke into the top six of Palarong Pambansa 2026 overall tally, the
highest ranking Caraga placed in 66 years.
 
The region’s performance is all more impressive considering the enormous responsibilities it carries as
the host of this year’s 66th Palarong Pambansa. Undeniably, the unified support of Department of
Education Caraga led by the Regional Director Maria Ines C. Asuncion, alongside local government units
(LGUs) and partner agencies has been a driving force behind the delegation’s strong showing.
 
“The governors, mayors, councilors, board members, city mayors, even vice mayors, all of them were
involved in the planning and execution,” RD Asuncion said.
 
These supports are all visible across all fronts: in-house trainings, new equipments for athletes,
comfortable billeting quarters, kits that include uniforms, tumblers, umbrellas, shoes and other
essentials. Beyond logistics, various LGU also provided allowances and pledged cash incentives for every
gold medal won: the province of Agusan del Sur and Surigao del Norte each assure 50,000 pesos per
medal, LGU Loreto promises 100,000 pesos per medal, and other LGUs across Caraga have made similar
commitments.
 
This upward climb in the rankings speaks to Caraga’s resilience, that amid the pressures of hosting a
national meet, its athletes remain driven and unyielding.
 
The unified support of leaders yields exemplary result, and the current ranking is proof to that. Caraga’s
emblem standing tall atop the medal tally is not just a number but a profound statement of regional
pride, one that is worth celebrating, for it marks not just an achievement, but the beginning of Caraga’s
golden rise.
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Region IV-A CALABARZON — composed of Cavite, Laguna, Batangas,
Rizal, and Quezon — stands as one of the Philippines' most dynamic and
progressive regions. Cradled by rolling highlands, fertile plains, and
coastal shores, CALABARZON is a land where heritage and modernity
thrive side by side.

Steeped in a colorful history, CALABARZON is proudly known as one of
the cradles of noble Filipino heroes. From the immortal Dr. José Rizal of
Laguna, to the Sublime Paralytic Apolinario Mabini of Batangas, to the
Magdalo and Magdiwang revolutionaries of Cavite — the region has gifted
the nation with patriots whose sacrifices forged the very soul of
Philippine freedom.

CALABARZON's culture of excellence is rooted in hard work, ingenuity,
and a deep sense of community. Its vibrant traditions — from the colorful
festivals of Batangas to the rich culinary heritage of Laguna — reflect a
people proud of their identity.
 

In the spirit of Palarong Pambansa, CALABARZON
embodies the core values of sportsmanship, integrity,
unity, and discipline. Every athlete competes not merely
for victory, but to honor their province, their families, and
their region — rising as one with courage, respect, and an
unwavering passion for excellence.

CALABARZON — Strong in Roots, Bold in Spirit.
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THE GOLDEN LEAP:THE GOLDEN LEAP:

      A year ago, Caraga looked up at the standings and
saw seven regions ahead of them. Today, they look
around and see only five.
      The climb from eighth to sixth was not built
overnight. It was earned through countless hours of
training, unwavering determination, and a belief that
the next medal could always be theirs.
                                      As the athletes celebrate their  
                             victories and prepare for future  
                             competitions, one thing is clear: Caraga  
                             is no longer the region chasing the pack.
                           Caraga is now helping set the pace.

      As the Palarong Pambansa 2026 enters its
final stretch, Team Caraga has already secured
something more valuable than medals—a
reputation.
      The delegation that once occupied eighth
place now stands proudly among the nation's
elite performers. With 30 gold medals and
counting, Caraga has proven that it belongs in
the conversation with the country's strongest
sporting regions.
       And perhaps the most exciting part of the
story is this: sixth place may not be the
destination.
It may simply be the beginning.

      For athletes from Caraga, the rankings tell
only part of the story.
       The rise to sixth place represents validation
for years of investment in youth development. It
rewards coaches who stayed committed despite
challenges and communities that continued
believing in their young athletes.
      For younger students watching from home,
the success sends a powerful message:
excellence is within reach.
       The victories have become a source of
regional pride, inspiring future generations 
to dream bigger and work harder.
In many ways, Caraga's climb is not simply 
about surpassing other regions. It is about
surpassing expectations.

More Than Medals

The Final Whistle

        Just a year ago, Region XIII-Caraga finished
eighth in the overall medal standings, looking up at
more established sporting powerhouses that
traditionally dominated the Palaro. Their athletes
competed with determination, yet the spotlight
often shone elsewhere.
        This year, however, the story is different.
As the gold medals accumulated one by one,
Caraga steadily climbed the rankings. By the latest
medal tally, the region had secured 30 gold medals
— nine more than its total in the previous edition —
and surged to sixth place overall, a remarkable leap
from eighth place in 2025.
For a delegation often overshadowed by larger and
more established regions, the rise is more than a
statistical improvement. It is a story of
perseverance, belief, and a region refusing to be
defined by its past.

How Caraga Rewrites Its Palaro StoryHow Caraga Rewrites Its Palaro Story
From Eight Place to a Proud Sixth, Region XIII's Athletes 
are Proving That Determination Can Change the Standings and the Future!

By: Daisy Mae Valeroso Cunanan, Butuan Central ES, Butuan City Division
     he cheers echoed across the playing
venues of the Palarong Pambansa 2025
in Ilocos Norte, but for Team Caraga,
the loudest sound was not the
applause—it was the quiet realization
that years of hard work were finally
paying off.T

The Rise of a Region
        Caraga's ascent in Palaro 2026 is one of the
most compelling stories of this year's games.
While perennial giants such as NCR, CALABARZON,
Western Visayas and Davao Region continue to
dominate the medal race, Caraga has quietly
emerged as one of the fastest-rising delegations. Its
jump from eighth to sixth place reflects not only
improved performances but also the growing
strength of grassroots sports programs across the
region.
       The achievement matters because it signals a
changing landscape in Philippine school sports.
Success is no longer concentrated in a few
powerhouse regions. Caraga's athletes have shown
that talent can flourish anywhere when given the
right support, training, and opportunities.

A New Chapter for Caraga
Sports

       Behind every gold medal is a story of sacrifice.
Many Caraganon athletes trained before sunrise
and after sunset, balancing schoolwork with
rigorous practice schedules. Coaches worked
tirelessly to prepare teams despite limited resources
compared to larger regions.
Their efforts began to bear fruit as competition
unfolded.
       Every victory boosted confidence. Every podium
finish strengthened belief. Soon, the athletes
wearing Caraga's colors were no longer competing
merely to participate, they were competing to win.
      The result was a steady accumulation of medals
that pushed the region higher in the standings day
after day.
      What makes the achievement even more
impressive is that Caraga did not rely on a single
dominant sport. Instead, its success came from
contributions across multiple events,
demonstrating the depth and breadth of talent
within the delegation.

Building Momentum, 
One Medal at a Time
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n the whispering mountains and winding
rivers of Agusan del Sur, the Palarong
Pambansa 2026 unfolded as more than a
sporting event; it became a stage where

 the land itself seemed to breathe, where
every field transformed into a page of a story
written in sweat, speed, and spirit. Once
known for its quiet agricultural heartbeat,
the province rose like dawn breaking over
still waters, illuminating the nation through a
celebration of youth, strength, and shared
purpose.

I

For DepEd Caraga Regional Director Maria Ines C. Asuncion, the preparations were
simply “superb.”  As soon as the Agusan del Sur was named host, “the province
immediately issued an executive order assigning the technical working group,” she
recalled. From that moment, preparation became a living force. It did not walk, it
ran. It did not wait, it responded. Governors, mayors, educators, and community
leaders were mobilized toward a common goal. 
 
The arrival of thousands of athletes and delegates demanded extensive
coordination. Schools became temporary homes, classrooms transformed into
sanctuaries. What emerged was a masterpiece of collaboration.  “We convened not
merely to plan, but to elevate the experience of our athletes to the highest
standard,” RD Asuncion explained. “So, we met with the superintendents, and we
encouraged them to involve their respective local government units and even
stakeholders at the school level,” she continued, “to help us come up with very good
billeting quarters.” 
 
Despite some concerns, communities embraced the opportunity, and the initial
resistance slowly softened into understanding. As RD Asuncion emphasized, the
success of the event came from partnership down to the smallest details, proving
that excellence is built through cooperation and commitment. “It’s a balance of
pressure and composure,” she said. At the heart of it all was the truth that service
was not performed for recognition but as an act of genuine care.  In that spirit,
Agusan del Sur did not merely host, it cared. It did not simply accommodate, it
loved. 
 
 “We want them to see the richness of Caraga, from sea to soil, and for them to find
reasons to return, whether for business, partnerships, networking, or future
opportunities, because Caraga still has a lot to offer,” RD Asuncion Articulated. In
the end, the Palarong Pambansa 2026 became more than a gathering of athletes. It
became a living mural of a region that transformed responsibility into artistry,
coordination into music, and hospitality into lasting memory. 
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